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 TUESDAY, March 3                                                                                                                                                      Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference Complex 

7:30 –  Conference Registration 

 Conference Room North Hall South Hall Classroom B-C Classroom A 

8:45 – 9:45 

Food Safety 
 

Updates from the ISDA 
 

Don Lamb Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture 

Business  
 

Cultivating Opportunity: 
Indiana grown program 

advantages 
 

Caroline Patrick 

Fruit 
 

Grower panel on high density 
tree fruit  

 
Brent Arnoldussen 

 

Vegetables 
 

An update of cucurbit 
diseases: gummy stem 

blight, anthracnose, 
phytophthora, and 

cucurbit yellow vine 
disease (PARP) 

  
Cesar Escalante 

Resilient Ag  
 

Beyond Cereal Rye: 
Exploring 

winter-hardy legumes 
potential for resilient soils 

 
Adebukola Dada 
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Understanding what 

shapes cantaloupe shelf 
life 

 
Wenjing Guan 

9:45 – 10:00 Break (Room Transitions) 

10:00 –11:00 

Food Safety 
 

Food safety considerations 
for value-added products 

and byproducts usage 
 

Perry Kirkham 
Hansel Mina 
Brenda Hash 

Business  
 

Estate planning and asset 
protection for farmers 

 
 

Michelle Adler 
 
 
 

Fruit 
 

Apple leaf blotch and emerging 
diseases in apples in the 

Midwestern and Mid-Atlantic 
U.S. (PARP) 

 
Melanie Lewis Ivey  

Vegetables 
 

Addressing root-knot 
nematode challenges in 

high tunnel tomato 
production  

 
Lei Zhang 

           Wenjing Guan 
 

Resilient Ag 
 

Planting pollinator habitat 
to maximize crop 

pollination services 
 

Ella Stroh  
 

 
Dogwood borer: a re-emerging 

pest in apple production 
 

Elizabeth Long 

 
Entomopathogenic 

nematodes for sustainable 
pest management in 

specialty crops (PARP) 
 

Julia Wooby 

11:00 –Noon Trade Show Break- PARP Regulatory Topic (30 Min)- Conference Room  
Demonstration- Soil Health Trainer - Cider Tastings - Exhibit Hall 

12:00 -1:15 Networking Luncheon – North and South Halls 
 

1:15 - 2:15 Farmer Panels – North and South Halls 
Mistakes and how they have overcome them 

2:15 – 2:30 Break  

2:30-3:20 

Flowers 
 

How FlowersInSeason.com 
can help cut flower growers 

market and sell flowers 
 

Michelle Wallace 
Marc Amante 
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Business  
 

Building your food product and 
business  

  
 

Patrick Nycz  
 
 

Fruit 
 

Berry Bad News: Tackling 
Botrytis in strawberries 

before it takes hold (PARP) 
 

Melanie Lewis Ivey  

Labor 
 

A Legal Workforce - What's 
new with H-2A and how it 

can work for your farm 
 

Sarah Black 

Resilient Ag 
 

Addressing knowledge gaps in 
animal traction 

 
Moriah Bilenky 

David Schamber 
 Jennifer Thomas 
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3:20-3:30 Break (Room Transitions) 

3:30-4:20 

Flowers 
 

From soil to stem: Resource 
management and season 

extension strategies for cut 
flowers 
Virtual 

 
Melanie Stock 

Business  
 

Risk and insurance discussion 
for farmers markets, 

agritourism and small farms 
 

John Nagle 
 

Fruit 
 

High density tree fruit 
systems: Overview & panel 

discussion 
 

Brent Arnoldussen 
Calvin Beasley 

Thomas Rooney 
Stuart Brenneman 

Vegetables 
 

Unexpected insect damage: 
How to scout, identify, and 

manage (PARP) 
 

Laura Ingwell 
 
 

Resilient Ag 
 

Building better beds: Using no-
till systems to reduce weeds, 
improve soil health, and hold 

more water 
 

Megan Ayers 
Ryan Lee 

9:00 – 4:00 Two Quiet Rooms Available 

4:30-5:30 * PARP Check Out  
Cider Contest - Evening Social 
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WEDNESDAY, March 4                                                                                                                                    Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference Complex 

7:30 –  Conference Registration 

 Conference Room North Hall South Hall Classroom B-C Classroom A 

8:45 – 9:45 

Labor 
 

Things to consider when 
adding farm labor to 

your farm 
 

Lais McCartney 
Beth Vansickle 
Rebecca Koetz 

Business 
 

Marketing Strategies: Telling 
your story in an authentic 

way 
 

Lise Kruer 
 

Livestock 
 

"Have To's" to  
ruminant livestock nutrition 

 
 

Nick Minton 

Urban Ag 
 

Quail in the city: Tiny 
livestock, big potential 

 
 

Jayde Grisham  
 
 

Niche Opportunities 
 

Hot Opportunities: 
Cultivating a midwest craft 

hot sauce movement 
 

Petrus Langenhoven  
Alexandria Snabes 

 

9:45 – 10:00 Break (Room Transitions) 

10:00 – 
11:00 

Vegetables 
 

A year in the life of a 
high tunnel: Going 
beyond tomatoes 

 
Chris Adair 
Dan Perkins 

 Business 
 

Identifying and exploring 
new markets 

 
 

Alexis Sheffield 
 

Livestock 
 

Viability in targeted grazing for 
small scale farmers 

 
Sabrina Friend 

Sylvester Friend 
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Urban Ag 
 

Growing dual-use plants 
 
 

Amanda Bradshaw Burks 
 

Niche Opportunities 
 

Niche crop production & 
Marketing: Broomcorn & 

Willow 
 

Brian Geier 
 Elizabeth Tobey  

11:00 – 
Noon 

Conference Room - Bright Ideas Forum - *SARE  
Exhibit Hall- Trade Show Demonstration - Quail 

12:00 –1:15 Networking Luncheon – North and South Halls 

1:15 - 2:15 Keynote session – North and South Halls  
Marty Travis, Spence Farm - The Power of Local Foods 

2:15 – 2:30 Break  

2:30-3:20 

Vegetables 
 

High tunnel sweet 
pepper production 

strategies and variety 
selection 

 
Petrus Langenhoven 

Business 
 

Farm business plan mad libs 
 

Liz Brownlee 

Fruit 
 

Maximizing yield with high tunnel 
table grapes 

 
Miranda Purcell 

2:30 - 3:00 

Flowers 
 

Woodies for cut flower 
production  

 
Alexis Sheffield 

 

Food Safety 
 

Food safety basics for 
produce growers 

 
Amanda Deering 

Scott Monroe 
 Tari Gary 

Katheryn Parraga 
 

 
2025 monitoring updates: 

Spotted-wing drosophila and 
their parasitoids 

 
Elizabeth Long 

3:10 - 3:40 

3:20-3:30 Break (Room Transitions) 

3:30-4:20 

Vegetables 
 

Returns on investment - 
A year in the life of a AZS 

rinse conveyor washer 
on an organic farm. 

 
Dan Perkins 

Business 
 

Understanding what your 
wholesale buyer wants 

 
Lali Hess 

Adam Steckler 
Anna Holloway 

 

Fruit 
 

Soil vs. Soilless strawberry 
production  

 
Wenjing Guan  

3:50 - 4:20 

Flowers 
 

Blooms & Business: 
Growers’ panel on cut 

flower success 
 

Irene Torres 
Elizabeth Tobey 
 Kailee Bennett  

Food Safety 
 

Food safety basics for 
produce growers 

 
Amanda Deering 

Scott Monroe 
 Tari Gary 

Katheryn Parraga 
 

9:00 – 4:00 Two Quiet Rooms Available 

4:30-6:00 Evening Social - Reception + Food, Poster Session (4:30-5:30)   
Demonstration - Bin Washer- Chris Adair 

Book Signing - My Farmer, My Customer by Mary Travis (book for sale, Cash or Check ONLY) 
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THURSDAY, March 5                                                                                                                                        Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference Complex 

7;30 –  Conference Registration 

 Conference Room North Hall South Hall Classroom B-C Classroom A 

8:45 – 9:45 

Urban Ag 
 

Beginner's grant writing 
and management basics 

 
Kayla Wright 

 

Business 
 

Farmers Markets: Tips and 
tricks for vendors 

 
James Wolff 

 

Resilient Ag 
 

Indiana Organic Network: 
Updates on the statewide soil 

health census 
 

Yichao Rui 
Pavani Ganju 

Livestock 
 

Ask the Egg-spert: Small 
flock questions answered 

by a poultry scientist 
 

Sara Cloft 
 

Flowers 
 

Floral Designing: Tips on 
creating profit making 

petal 
 

Brenda Lekse 

9:45 – 10:00 Break (Room Transitions) 

10:00 – 
11:00 

Urban Ag 
 

Permaculture 101 
 

Rebecca Koetz 

 Business 
 

The business of regional 
food systems: value chains, 
hubs, services, and buyer 

interest 
 

Rachel Brandenburg 
 

Resilient Ag 
 

Optimizing compost use for soil 
health and regenerative 

agriculture 
 

Gowri Somasundaram 
 Jason Gearheart 

Brooke Alford 

Livestock 
 

Into the fold, getting 
started with small 

ruminants 
 

Cora Reinbolt 

Flowers 
 

From field to vase: 
Marketing fresh blooms 

 
Denise Smith  

11:00 – 
Noon 

Trade Show Break 
Trade Show Demonstration  

12:00 –2:15 
 

Networking Luncheon – North and South Halls 
 

2:15 – 2:30 Break  

2:30-3:20 

Urban Ag 
 

Farm stress and the 
urban farm community 

 
Adam Tyler 

Business 
 

Grow & Know: Specialty crop 
record basics 

 
Jenna Nees 

 Dennis Buckmaster 

Vegetables 
 

Extension listening session 
 

Extension Educators and 
Specialists 

Livestock 
 

Lessons learned from a 
two year integrated crop 
livestock systems study 

 
Moriah Bilenky  

Niche Opportunities 
 

Discover the emerging 
mushroom industry 

 
Roger Winstead  
Mary Winstead  

3:20-3:30 Break (Room Transitions) 

3:30-4:20 

Urban Ag 
 

Don't make my mistake, 
urban edition 

 
Dan Garcia 
Scott Rice 

 Tyler Gough 

Business 
 

Making sense of social media 
opportunities for small 

businesses 
 

Andrea Hatfield 

Vegetables 
 

   Active learning session on 
postharvest dehydration: Food 

safety and beyond 2.0 
 

Betty Feng 

Livestock 
 

Exploring wool pellet and 
mulch applications in 

specialty crop production 
 

Whtiney Schlegel 
 Wenjing Guan 

Niche Opportunities 
 

The 5 W's of Agrivoltaics 
 

Alan Bailey 
 

9:00 – 4:00 Two Quiet Rooms Available 

 


